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Pharmacists and Disaster Management
[bookmark: _GoBack]The recent fires that ravaged Australian forests and communities exposed a mostly overlooked loophole in disaster management. While pharmacists are strategically positioned to assist communities during disasters, there exists no framework to tap into this potential. Historically, the only remarkable contribution from Australian pharmacists has been logistical and being part of the supply chain management. 
With the increasing susceptibility of communities to disasters, the need for beefing up preparedness has become apparent. Numerous studies conducted in this cause show that pharmacists are ready to assist in disaster management but there is no proper framework. Most of the of the pharmacists cite having experience in disaster management, with the majority having responded to at least one disaster (Porter, Singleton, Tippett, and Nissen, 2018). These results indicate that pharmacists have the relevant skills and important tools required for disaster management although they are not well utilized. 
As trusted members of the health care system, pharmacists can assist communities in different ways in the event of a disaster. For instance, pharmacists can offer first aid and provide support to the hospital staff. Pharmacists are also well positioned to check code charts, gather medical histories, and distribute medications to the affected people. Pharmacists can as well prepare disaster management plans and share them with other response personnel. Local pharmacists may serve as guides and response coordinators. Community pharmacists can help in administering vaccines, providing medication refills and volunteering in concentration shelters. 
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